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Minot North High School Basketball Seniors (L-R): Camden Afforth #21, Tamari Carter #13, Kaden Flavin #1, and Kaiden Helm #22 following the Military Appreciation Game held at Minot North, 
Friday, January 31, 2025. See page A2 for a recap of the game.
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NOTICE
Minot AFB, ND

Capt Logan Arnt from the 
5th Security Forces Squadron 

has been appointed the 
Summary Courts Offi cer (SCO) 

for the estate of 
A1C ADDISON THODE, 

5TH SECURITY FORCES SQUADRON.
All claims for or against the estate of the 
deceased must be submitted to the SCO.

For more information please contact 
Capt Logan Arnt at logan.arnt.1@us.af.mil 

or duty cell at 701-833-6688. 
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Flag ceremony at 2:00pm
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In a game that will be 
remembered not for the fi nal 
score, but for the heart and eff ort 
shown, the Minot North High 
Varsity boys basketball team 
fought valiantly against Dickinson 
High School Midgets. The most 
important aspect of this game was 
the relentless spirit, hard work, 
and determination displayed by 
every player on the court at their 
fi rst ever Military Appreciation 
Night on Friday, January 31. For 
the game, military members were 
granted free access, and the night’s 
games supported MAFB and the 
many military dependents who 
make up the students and players 
at Minot North High. 

From the opening tip-off , the 
Sentinels at Minot North High 
made it clear that they weren’t 
going to back down. The team 
sprinted out on the court with a 
sense of urgency, matching their 
opponents’ energy with aggressive 
defense and fast-paced off ense. 
Every possession was fought for, 
whether it was a scrappy rebound 
or a steal that led to a quick 
transition. 

Halftime at the basketball game 
was an amusing break from 
the action, where the fans were 
able to catch their breath and 
enjoy entertainment. The Minot 
North High cheerleaders took 
center stage in their blue and 
white cheer uniforms, and blew 
away the crowd with dynamic 
routines, stunts, and spirit-fi lled 
performances. Their enthusiasm 
boosted the crowd. From the faces 
of the crowd and their energy, 
everyone could see the obvious 
shift in the atmosphere by the end 
of the cheerleader’s performance.  

As the second half of the game 
began and fatigue was beginning 
to show on the players faces and 
speed, the Sentinels were pushed 
to the limits. Number-one, Kaden 
Flavin, played the entire second 
half and the team fought hard 
to catch up to their opponents. 
The defense remained aggressive, 
the passes were sharp, and every 
player seemed to give a little extra 
dedication when the game got 
tough. One of the game’s most 
defi ning moments came in the 
fi nal minutes. With the Sentinels 
trailing by just eight points and 
11. 7 seconds left on the clock, 
they had a chance to cut the lead. 
However, a crucial turnover and 
missed shots from the free-throw 
line proved costly. Dickinson team 
capitalized on those mistakes. But 
even in those fi nal moments, the 
Sentinel’s continued to fi ght by 
forcing the opponent into a series 
of rushed shots and contested 
drives.

One of the most memorable 
moments came in the second 
half when the Sentinel’s Senior, 
Gavin Flavin, hit a series of back-
to-back baskets, erasing a defi cit 
and coming close to catching up 
to their opponents. The crowd 
erupted, sensing an upset might be 

on the horizon. But the Dickinson 
team, as expected, responded 
with a wave of their own, making 
several of their baskets. Despite 
this, the Sentinels never stopped 
fi ghting.

As the fi nal buzzer sounded, 
the Sentinels were left with the 
bitter taste of a close defeat. The 
fi nal score was 70 to 60, but it 
didn’t refl ect the immense eff ort 

and determination that had gone 
into every second of the game. 
The loss stung, but as a fan in 
the stand, one could assume that 
they felt they had left everything 
they had on the court. Coaches 
and fans alike applauded their 
relentless work ethic, their ability 
to push through adversity, and 
their refusal to back down, no 
matter the circumstances.

Minot North High Hosts 
Military Appreciation Game! 

HANNAH WATER, NORTHERN SENTRY

HERO
Neighborhood 

2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

SELECTED NOMINEES RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S GIFT CARD
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Peter Hankla is no stranger to 
Task Force 21. “I’ve been part of 
Task Force 21 since 1999” shares 
Peter in a recent interview. Peter is 
quick to point out that Task Force 
21 is not one person, but rather 
a group of dedicated professionals 
“sharing their time and talents by 
being part of this very important 
group.” 

Peter was the Vice-Chairman 
of Task Force 21 under Peter 
Zimmerman, who ended up 
moving to Fargo, and under now 
retiring chairman Mark Jantzer. As 
of right now, there has not been a 
Vice-Chairman appointed to replace 
Hankla “we’re trying to fi gure that 
out right now” according to Hankla 
“we’ll be looking for the best fi t for 
the position. That will probably be 
a group decision that will come in 
the coming months.” 

There are 11 current members of 
Task Force 21, and soon there will 
be a total of 12, which seems to be 
a good sized working group for the 
tasks they have before them. “We 
are looking for younger people, 
and planning for a little longevity 
as we have Sentinel ahead of us 
and that’s a 10-12 year process” 
continues Hankla “we’re trying to 
get a pipeline of people that are 
willing to serve.” Mixed in with 
that formula is the understanding 
that longevity, when it comes 
to dealing with the government 
contracts and requests, is important 
“it’s important to have knowledge 
and some history. We need to 
have relationships in place. It’s 
certainly benefi cial and defi nitely 
helpful that when you go to speak 
to someone on issues that you have 
known them for 10 years. You have 

your credibility and commitment 
established and you have working 
knowledge of what’s going on. 
That’s incredibly important and 
that’s why we need to start the 
younger people who will take the 
time to learn. We have a good 
group (Task Force 21) who are 
willing to do that” says Hankla. 

Peter Hankla pointed to current 
Task Force 21 members like 
Jason Zimmerman and Cassidy 
Hjelmstad as being important to the 
continuation of infl uence that TF 
21 has and will continue to have. 
“We certainly have good people 
in place. Brekka Kramer (CEO of 
the Minot Chamber EDC) is now 
a permanent position, and she 
does a great job…she’s extremely 
knowledgeable”

Another point that Hankla 
made was that TF 21, and Minot, 
continue to have community 
leaders appointed to key positions 
“and we have a good reputation 
for the job that we do. Every base 
has a group similar to TF 21. I’m 
not saying we’re the best of the 
best, but we (TF 21) stand out as 
one of the most notable and the 
most eff ective of these groups. We 
hear these comments about TF 21 
over and over again. Our group 
will be in the right place, having 
the right conversations and we’re 
all going to be engaged. If we learn 
something we aren’t going to just 
sit on it.” And as for TF 21 Hankla 
says “I am stepping into a position 
that has been run well.” 

Being part of Task Force 21, 
according to Hankla, not only 
takes dedication and commitment 
on the part of the members of 
the committee, but a dedication 

and commitment on the part of 
the businesses they are associated 
with “whether they are working 
for someone else, or they own 
the business or have partners. It’s 
community involvement not only 
on a personal level, but also on 
a business level. Businesses are 
supporting this process (the work 
of TF 21) as well. 

But on the fl ip side, businesses 
in Minot and the surrounding area 
benefi t from the work of TF 21 in 
keeping the Minot AFB vibrant 
“$644 million comes to Minot on 
an annual basis. That defi nitely 
impacts my business and everybody 
else’ business” adds Hankla. 

With so much on the horizon, 
including Sentinel, is there a need to 
increase the size of TF 21? “Under 
TF 21 we have formed a Sentinel 
working group of 4 people. Mark 
Jantzer, Brekka Kramer, Cassidy 
Hjelmstad and Jason Zimmerman. 
Their initial directive is to do the 
initial meetings and assess and 
fi gure out what the emerging needs 
are for our community, identify 
workforce issues, construction 
issues, expansion and development 
and other things we might need 
to consider and bring those back 
and we are planning on forming 
committees which will involve city, 
county, townships…key people in 
these areas that will work the issues 
that are identifi ed. We felt it really 
wasn’t eff ective to appoint some 
massive committee now, when 
after Nunn-McCurdy the project 
has been sent back for re-planning 
and re-formulating, new timelines; 
and we really don’t know what 
they are yet. We know generally 
what we need to do, but we aren’t 

totally going to understand Sentinel 
until we collaborate with the other 
communities who will document 
issues they are running into, and 
the needs and shortfalls that they 
are identifying. We hopefully are 
going to have the ability to assess 
that and position Minot and North 
Dakota to handle these things.” 

Ahead of Peter Hankla and 
Task Force 21 are several large 
modernization projects, of which 
the largest is the modernization of 
the entire ICBM forces at 3 bases. 
“When you look at Sentinel, it is 
the largest Department of Defense 
project in history, and it’s going 
to take a decade to complete, 
depending on several factors. We 
still don’t know the timeline. The 
fact is that there has never been a 
fully completed as initially planned 
Department of Defense project. 
We need someone engaged in 
the process to do what we can to 
ensure that we get Sentinel fully 
completed, as initially planned. So, 
we get Sentinel, and we retain our 
Minuteman III missiles right up to 
the time they are decommissioned 
and changed out” according to 
Hankla. 

Peter Hankla and Task Force 
21 also see their mission as one 
of education. “Part of the purpose 
of our group is to interface 

community, legislators and Air 
Force. In that we should educate, 
share information so that we can 
make a positive impact for the Air 
Force, Minot Air Force Base and 
our community. I think we are 
doing a pretty good job (of that 
mission) it certainly is in the sphere 
of what we are supposed to be 
doing” according to Hankla. 

For Peter Hankla his role of 
Chairman of Task Force 21 lets him 
meet and interact with top leaders 
at Minot Air Force Base, and across 
the Air Force in general. “We get to 
meet so many leaders” says Hankla 
“but in all seriousness, I haven’t 
met a bad leader. They all have 
diff erent leadership styles, but it’s 
a great experience.”

The next 5-10 years will be ultra 
important for Task Force 21, and 
for the nation as the global military 
theater is ever changing. The 
heritage and DNA of Task Force 21 
is to always be on the cutting edge 
of change; to look over the horizon 
and maybe to anticipate what 
will happen next. And probably 
most important, to be prepared to 
change or alter their course and 
lean in on multiple conversations 
as the voice of Minot and Minot 
Air Force Base. Without a doubt, 
we are and will continue to be in 
good hands. 

In Good Hands…
Task Force 21 Has Important Work Ahead

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY
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There’s a bill in the Legislature 
that’s already been approved by 
the House, that would eliminate 
Daylight Savings Time in North 
Dakota. Apparently, House Bill 
1259 was approved on a 55-37 
vote.

This subject seems to come 
up again and again and it 
always gets voted down. Heck, 
I remember this was a “thing” 
when I was in high school in the 
1970s and it didn’t go anywhere. 
The only thing I remember about 
it back then was the time zone 
was moved further west.

If you recall, Mandan and 
points west were in the Mountain 
Time Zone and if my memory is 
correct, it was changed because 
when bars closed down in 
Bismarck, people could go to 
Mandan for an additional hour 
of drinking. Apparently, the 
Legislature didn’t like that.

There’s always been a lively 
debate about this. There’s no 
denying that. I remember my 
parents talking about this back 
in the ‘70s. I don’t recall the 
exact conversation but they 
didn’t want to support Daylight 
Savings Time because all it was 
good for was to allow people to 
play golf for another hour. 

Golf, farming, summer camp, 
baseball tournaments, backyard 
get togethers and children playing 
together have all benefi ted from 
that extra hour of daylight. 

In reality, you don’t get an 
extra hour. Time is always the 

same. It’s just shifted from the 
beginning of the day to the end 
of the day. 

If you are a morning person, you 
might like this. But then again, I 
know a number of people across 
the state of North Dakota who 
are morning people primarily 
because of how peaceful it is at 
sunrise. If we stay on standard 
time, they would have to get up 
much earlier to enjoy the same 
sunrise.

Pardon the cliche, but at the 
end of the day, think about this. 
Because we are on the western 
edge of the Central Time Zone 
and are situated between 46 and 
49 Degrees North Latitude, we 
enjoy some of the latest daylight 
in the United States, except for 
Alaska. 

Several years ago when I 
was at the Minot Daily News, I 
wrote an article about numerous 
communities in northwestern 
North Dakota and when the sun 
went down in each respective 
place. And, it should be no 
surprise that Fortuna and Crosby 
have the latest daylight. The 
focus of that article was that at 
least a small portion of North 

Dakota is only 1 hour and 2 
minutes from the midnight sun 
on June 21.

If you’ve lived elsewhere in 
the United States, you would 
appreciate the fact that you have 
daylight until 10:30 at night. 
Stationed at Fort Riley, Kan., in 
2003, the sun dropped between 
8:30 and 9 in early summer. 
Stationed at MacDill Air Force 
Base in 2006-07, the sun was 
going down in Tampa by 7:30 
p.m., around the solstice.

So in my opinion, it’s a 
blessing to be able to enjoy that 
late sunshine in North Dakota. 
In addition to that, it seems to 
get dark way too fast around 
the winter solstice. Where I live 
in Ward County, we drop to 8 
hours, 3 minutes of daylight 
on Dec. 21. Thus, the sun goes 
down just before 5 p.m. So one 
thing we can look forward to in 
January and February to help 
our mood is we start to see more 
daylight.

Now for those in the southwest 
where the time zone boundary 
was moved years ago, they would 
most likely be the best people 
to survey about this. The rest 

of us will probably debate this 
until the end of time. But people 
from the Mandan area, I’m sure 
would have lively opinions about 
why or why not this is a good 
idea.

I will say this about standard 
time. When I worked in Hazen in 
the early ‘80s, (Mountain Time) 
and my National Guard unit was 
in Edgeley (Central Time), it was 
often confusing so the time on 
my watch was Mountain Time 
and the clock in my car was on 
Central Time. So for nearly two 
years, I had to be aware of things 
in two time zones at the same 
time. 

And I still remember having 
this debate with Hazen and 
Beulah area farmers. Growing 
up in Hazelton, I supported 
Daylight Savings Time simply 
because we could play baseball 
later. And most of the Mercer 
County farmers were against it. 
To this day, I recall one farmer 
becoming angry, with me, 
pounding his fi st on the table 
and saying, “Mountain Time is 
the only time.”

Peter Hankla has been active 
in Task Force 21 since 1999. 
My guess is that when given the 
opportunity to be part of Task 
Force 21 back in 1999 Peter 
Hankla was probably seen as 
one of the “younger community 
leaders” that were recruited to 
bolster Task Force 21 as the focus 
switched from retaining Minot 
Air Force Base to making sure 
that the base had meaningful 
and impactful missions.

  As with Mark Jantzer, 
outgoing chairman of Task Force 
21, I was able to spend a few 
minutes with Peter in his offi  ce 
to talk specifi cally about the 
chairman position, and some of 
the other civic leaders who are 
on Task Force 21. 

 It’s part of my job as a 
reporter for the Northern Sentry 
to attend the many events at 
Minot Air Force Base and write 
stories about the meaning and 

impact that these events have 
on both the city of Minot and 
of course the Minot Air Force 
Base community. As I somewhat 
covered in my interview with 
Mark Jantzer, the time and 
resources that someone like Peter 
Hankla put into Task Force 21 
pretty much goes unnoticed by 
most of the citizens of Minot. 
But let’s just say that when you 
accept the chairman position of 
Task Force 21 you know that 
there will be a number of times 
when schedules between your 
private life, and Task Force 21, 
will confl ict. And then it comes 
down to making tough choices. I 
take my hat off  to folks like Mark 
Jantzer, and Bruce Christianson, 
and Peter Hankla, and Jason 
Zimmerman…well actually a 
large thank you is owed to all 
of the members of Task Force 
21 because they have done their 
job, and in my opinion they have 
done it well. 

  I would also like to point 
out that there is never a time 
when Task Force 21, and the 
community of Minot, can put it 
in “cruise control.” There needs 
to be consistent monitoring on 
several diff erent fronts. It starts 
with the Federal Government 
and staying in touch with 
Senators John Hoeven and Kevin 
Cramer, and representative Julie 
Fedorchak. The next 5 years are 
critical for Minot Air Force Base 

starting with the new MH 139-A 
Grey Wolf helicopter. It’s exciting 
to see the skyline at Minot Air 
Force Base change dramatically 
with the new building that will 
house the Grey Wolf, and all of 
the other security missions that go 
along with the 91st Missile Wing. 
Right behind, and somewhat 
concurrent is the reengining of 
the B-52’s. Peter Hankla and I 
spent quite a bit of time talking 
about how signifi cant this project, 
along with development and 
production Long Range Stand 
Off  Missiles, will be for Minot 
AFB. And then of course there is 
the Sentinel Missile program that 
will re-defi ne nuclear deterrence 
as it refers to ICBM’s. “There 
really isn’t a for-sure defi nition 
of how that project will play out” 
says Hankla “we only know that 
they have taken it back to the 
development stage, and we hope 
to hear more about Sentinel very 
soon.” 

 The Federal Government is 
the tip of the spear for Minot 
AFB, but not too far down 
the ladder are our state and 
local governments. There is a 
realization about the importance 
of not only Minot Air Force 
Base, but Grand Forks AFB 
and of course the ND National 
Guard. I consider North Dakota 
to be very military friendly. But 
because of the size of our state 
and our smaller population we 

don’t always have the loudest 
squeak when it comes to making 
noise about what we need, and 
how we can help cities like Minot 
and Grand Forks in maintaining 
a good relationship between the 
base community and the cities 
surrounding the bases. 

 So, the torch has been 
passed, and now Peter Hankla 
holds the reigns to Task Force 
21. There is a lot of history 
that defi nes Task Force 21, but 
unfortunately because of the 
ever changing world we are in, 
there is still a lot of history to 
be written. Task Force 21 is in 
good hands. Not only because of 
a leader like Peter Hankla, but 
because the community of Minot 
is in full support. 

BEST KEPT SECRETS
  You’ll catch an add for 

the Vincent United Methodist 
Rummage & Bake Sale. I 
encourage you to check out 
this event, and especially check 
out the caramel rolls. WOW! 
They are the best! So good that 
they will sell out quickly. Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, 
February 22nd. You won’t be 
disappointed. 

TODAY’S CHUCKLE
  History only repeats itself if 

you weren’t paying attention the 
fi rst time.

Task Force 21 In Good Hands
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Only time will tell…

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER
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A LOOK BACK

In early February 1978, a massive 
blizzard blanketed New England 
in 27 or more inches of snow 
accompanied by winds up to 90 
miles per hour. Approximately 
54 people from Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island 
died as a result of the storm, and 
nearly 2,100 coastal homes were 
destroyed. On February 8, 1978, 
Air Force cargo aircraft from units 
across the country began flying 
Army personnel, snow removal 
equipment, and other resources 
to the areas affected. Over the 

course of the next week, Air Force C-5s, C-141s, and C-130s airlifted 
over 1,000 personnel and 2,339 tons of snow removal equipment to the 
New England area. Equipment included generators, communications 
equipment, bulldozers, and more. The mission, named after a similar 
operation in Ohio just a week prior, was called Operation Snow Blow II. 

FEBRUARY 8-17, 1978  

USAF AIRLIFTS SUPPLIES TO NEW ENGLAND AFTER
DEVASTATING BLIZZARD

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

Information courtesy of: media.defense.gov (The United States Air Force and Humanitarian Airlift Operations by Daniel 
Haulman) / www.newengland.com

Cars stuck in the snow on the highway 
near Needham, Massachusetts (U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers/National Archives)

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu  
4:00pm - 1:00am

Fri/Sat  
4:00pm - 2:00am

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot, ND

HOURS

EVENTS THIS WEEK
JOSEY SOLO-LIVE MUSIC

Friday, February 7 at 10:00pm

ETHAN ARMSTRONG-LIVE MUSIC
Saturday, February 8 at 10:00pm

$6 HAMM’S & GRILLED CHEESE
Tuesday, February 11 at 4:00pm

TRIVIA NIGHT
Wednesday, February 12 at 9:00pm

FREE NACHOS
Thursday, February 13 at 4:00pm-Close

DREW HANSON & RICK WATSON
Thursday, February 13 at 9:30pm

MILITARY 

APPRECIATION DAY

FEBRUARY 21

FIRST DRINK FREE!

(ALCOHOLIC OR NON-ALCOHOLIC)

WITH MILITARY ID

SQUADRON 
OF THE MONTH

705TH MUNITIONS 
SQUADRON

WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 19-22 
FIRST DRINK 

FREE!
(alcoholic or non-alcoholic)

With Military ID

The 5th Bomb Wing Command team would like 
to congratulate the 705th Munitions Squadron on 
being selected as February Squadron of the Month.

The 705th Munitions Squadron, known as 
“SHOCKWAVE,” plays a vital role in supporting 
the missions of both the 91st Missile Wing and 
the 5th Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force Base. 
Over the last quarter, SHOCKWAVE achieved 
remarkable success, including the execution of 
Exercise GLOBAL THUNDER ‘25 and two nuclear 
inspections, all while managing the Air Force’s 
largest active nuclear stockpile and enabling a near 
100% ICBM Alert Rate.

More recently, their expertise was pivotal in 
coordinating and completing multiple Department 
of Energy logistical operations, encompassing 
both ground and air missions. Additionally, in 
collaboration with sister agencies and the Wing 
Inspector General, SHOCKWAVE executed a unique 
Special Assignment Airlift Training Exercise, 
further enhancing the Wings’ capabilities to sustain 
their nuclear missions.

The unwavering dedication and excellence 
of SHOCKWAVE Airmen remains essential to 
maintaining the credibility of the United States’ 
nuclear deterrence threat, ensuring its eff ectiveness 
for generations to come. 

 SHOCKWAVE, See the Flash, Feel the Burn!

February Squadron of the Month 
705th Munitions Squadron
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It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

CRAFTING THROUGH THE COLD
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Magic City Discovery Center
1545 1st St NW, Minot

“Embrace the holiday spirit with a splash of creativity and a glass of wine at 
our “Crafting Through the Cold Series.”
Join us for this cozy, creative class perfect for beating the winter blues.
For February’s craft, we will be making Valentine’s Day themes Hot Mess 
Canvases.  Perfect for singles, couples, or friends, you will experiment with 
the beauty in chaos and create a stunning, abstract masterpiece.”
Ages: 21+, Class Size: Max of 30
Locations: 3rd Floor Lobby
Cost: $50 for Non-Members, $45 for MCDC Members, $40 for Military 
Members
Sign up on our website: magiccitydiscoverycenter.com

14
FEB

For more information:
Facebook/ Magic City Discovery Center/ Events

FUN ZONE
9:00 AM-NOON
Minot Auditorium-Old Armory (east side of 
the building) – 420 3rd Ave SW

The Minot Fun Zone is being provided free of charge to all area residents 
through the Minot Park District. The bouncy castles are provided in 
partnership with the Minot Area Community Foundation.
Fun Zone is for children 10 & under.
Children and adults will enter facility and play at their own risk.
Children must be supervised at all times. They are not to be dropped off. 
There must be at least one adult present for every 4 children. YOU are 
responsible for the kids that you bring. You must maintain a close physical 
presence at all times. No outside equipment/toys will be allowed.
Individuals will be responsible to clean up any mess made.
All equipment will be shared equally among those present.

11
FEB

For more information:
Facebook/ Minot Parks/ Events

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM
YMCA 
3515 16th Street SW, Minot, ND

Want to enjoy a night away while your kids play?
Drop off your children (Ages 4-10) for an evening of fun at the Y!
From 5:30-8:30, the kids will play in our gyms, do arts & crafts, and have 
pizza all while being supervised by our amazing staff!

14
FEB

For more information:
Facebook/ Minot YMCA/ Events

TRIVIA NIGHT
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Blue Rider 
118 1st Avenue SE, Minot

Bring your quarters and leave 
your ego at the door! Come 
enjoy good times with good 
people. Live questions - free 
popcorn - win free drinks! 
Bring your friends so your team 
can also go for the coveted; 
“Not Last Place” award!

12
FEB

For more information: 
Facebook/ Blue Rider/ Events

LIVE MUSIC WITH DREW & RICK!
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Blue Rider 
118 1st Avenue SE, Minot

A hat will be passed 
around at each of these 
musical Thursdays to raise 
money for Independence 
Inc. Stop down, have a 
pizza and a beer, and 
enjoy some lovely tunes 
with us!

13
FEB

For more information: 
Facebook/ Blue Rider/ Events

Upbeat North Carolina acoustic 
rock singer-songwriter Bryan 
Bielanski is coming back to 
Minot! Bryan Bielanski is on 
tour promoting his latest album 
“Bryan’s Super Happy 
Fun Time 4” and 
performing at The 
Red Willow Collective 
concert series at 
Main Street Books on 
February 15th, 2025. 
It is an all ages show 
with local support 
Goblina & Helko 
Spillovey. Doors at 
6:00pm.

Bryan Bielanski has 
performed in 49 of 
the 50 United States 
and 26 countries 
abroad in Europe, 
Asia and Central America. Critics 
and audiences worldwide agree 
that he lives up to his “Super 

Happy Fun Time” album title. 
His unique style blending both 
traditional and contemporary 
infl uences feels instantly familiar 
yet excitingly fresh at the same 

time. Bryan Bielanski 
is based in Charlotte, 
North Carolina (born 
in Parma, Ohio) but 
you usually will fi nd 
him far from home 
on tour promoting 
his albums. Get ready 
for a high energy 
show fi lled with 
catchy songs, Bryan 
Bielanski is ready to 
entertain you!

If you want to 
fi nd out more about 
Bryan Bielanski, 
his music and his 

tour schedule, you can check 
out his offi  cial website at https://
bryanssuperhappyfuntime.com   

Bryan Bielanski Live at 
Main Street Books 

Bryan Bielanski
LAUREN MITCHELL PHOTO

Champagne 
Ice Gala

Diamonds, Bubbles & Bidding
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The nuclear mission at Minot Air 
Force Base operates 24/7 and does 
not stop just because of snow—
whether it’s a little or a lot. Snow 
removal on base is a carefully 
coordinated eff ort divided into 
two operations: the main side of 
the base, managed by the 5th Civil 
Engineer Squadron (CES), and the 
housing side, overseen by Minot 
AFB Housing Offi  ce and contracted 
out to Davey Tree.

According to Master Sergeant 
Ryan Powell, Pavement and 
Equipment Section Chief 
responsible for overseeing snow 
removal on the operational side 
of Minot AFB, many factors 
determine snow-clearing priorities 
during winter. The 5th CES has 
70 members assigned to the snow 
removal team, operating in three 
shifts to maintain a continuous 
24/7 operation staff ed by both 
active-duty personnel and civilian 
employees.
MAIN BASE SNOW 
REMOVAL MISSION:

The snow removal team is 
responsible for clearing not only 
the roads on Minot AFB but also 
the access routes to all Missile 
Alert Facilities in the missile fi eld, 
which are located between 35 and 
76 miles away, where a signifi cant 
portion of the base’s operations 
take place. The highest priority is 
always the fl ight line, taxiways, and 
alert routes to ensure the mission 
can continue. “Next, the team clears 
the main roads and parking lots 
for Category 1 personnel, who are 

essential to keeping the mission 
running, including Command 
Post, Security Forces Defenders, 
and Fire Department staff  and 
typically followed by supporting 
agency parking lots such as Base 
Exchange, Commissary, and 
Education Center. If heavy snowfall 
or high winds persist, crews may 
need to continuously clear and 
return to the top priority areas, 
such as the fl ight line, taxiways, 
alert routes, and main roads.

To manage road conditions, the 
5th CES uses a mixture of salt, 
sand, and liquid deicer. However, 
MSgt Powell emphasized that 
while liquid deicer can be eff ective 
for a few hours, it can also create 
hazardous conditions as it turns to 
ice when temperatures drop. ‘Safety 
is a top priority,’ he explained. ‘We 
don’t want to use something that 
works temporarily but worsens 
conditions later.’ Salt becomes less 
eff ective when temperatures fall 
below 15°F, while liquid deicers can 
remain eff ective down to -25°F—
both common temperatures during 
a Minot winter.

While snowfall can happen any 
day of the week, snow-clearing 
priorities may shift depending 
on the time of day. MSgt Powell 
explained that if it snows on a 
weekend, the approach is more 
fl exible. “We still prioritize the 
fl ight line, taxiways, alert routes, 
and main roads, but we also 
focus on key areas like the Base 
Exchange, Commissary, and gates 
to allow people to get out and 

take care of their needs since other 
facilities may not be operational at 
that time.”

Minot AFB Housing Snow 
Removal:

Clearing roads in base housing is 
also a high priority for the Minot 
AFB Housing Offi  ce. Joshuah Smith, 
Customer Experience Manager for 
Minot AFB Housing, emphasized 
that residents still need to get to 
work and complete the mission, 
making snow removal essential. 
Minot AFB Housing contracts with 
Davey Tree, which has provided 
snow removal services for the past 
three years.

“Priority is set based on mission 
needs and communication—
not only with leadership and 
our contractor but also with our 
residents,” Smith explained. In 
previous years, snow removal in 
housing had its challenges, but this 
year, Davey Tree has recruited new 
talent and brought in upgraded 
equipment, leading to a smoother 
operation. Minot AFB Housing 
manages the largest housing 
portfolio in the Air Force, with 
more than 1,500 homes.

According to Smith, Davey 
Tree operates 24/7, ensuring that 
housing areas remain accessible. 
Snow removal priorities start 
with the main roads, including 
Sirocco Drive, Peacekeeper Place, 
and H Street, followed by side 
roads such as Waverly Way and 
Dunbee Drive. Once those are 
cleared, crews focus on sidewalks, 
and fi nally, driveways. Similar to 

the operational side of the base, if 
continuous snowfall or high winds 
persist, main roads remain the top 
priority. In cases of extreme wind 
where snow drifts are constantly 
shifting, removal eff orts may need 
to pause until conditions improve.

Davey Tree and Minot AFB 
Housing also work closely with 
residents, making reasonable 
accommodations when needed, 
such as re-plowing specifi c areas 
that accumulate snow due to wind. 
“Many residents have expressed 
satisfaction with the snow removal 
team this year and have noticed 
signifi cant improvements,” Smith 
shared.

Similar to the operational side, 
salt and sand are used on the roads 
to improve traction. However, 
Smith explained that chemical 
deicers are more diffi  cult to use 
in housing areas due to concerns 
about residents’, primarily children 
inhaling or being exposed to these 

substances. He credited much of 
this year’s improvements in snow 
removal to feedback received from 
the Tenant Satisfaction Survey, 
which helped guide changes in the 
process.

By maintaining a well-organized, 
round-the-clock snow removal 
operation, Minot AFB ensures 
that its critical mission continues 
despite the harsh winter weather. 
The dedication and coordination 
between the 5th CES, Minot AFB 
Housing, and their contractors play 
a crucial role in keeping the base 
operational and accessible.

With ongoing improvements 
in both operational and housing 
snow removal eff orts, Minot AFB 
remains committed to safety, 
effi  ciency, and mission readiness. 
These eff orts not only support 
the base’s essential operations but 
also enhance the quality of life 
for residents, ensuring they can 
navigate winter with confi dence.

Sense to the Madness: Keeping 
Minot AFB Clear and Ready

NATALY ZARRELLA, NORTHERN SENTRY

Minot Air Force Base Housing 
contractor plowing roads in the 
housing area to allow families a 
smooth commute to work or schools.

Minot Air Force Base 5th Civil 
Engineer Squadron clearing Missile 
Drive to ensure mission readiness. 
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Same day  
appointments available.

TOGETHER, WE IMPROVE  
QUALITY OF LIFE

1201 11th Avenue SW, Minot, ND 
Phone 701.858.6700, 800.841.7321 
Hours: Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
cfmminot.UND.edu

3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM
FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM

SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COMWWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

School Boards are responsible 
for the education of local children 
and address a wide array of issues 
to include establishing spending 
priorities, approving budgets, 
adopting school calendars, 
approving staffi  ng changes, 
responding to changes in education 
law, and advocating for the needs 
of students, families, teachers and 
staff . Members work closely with 
the district superintendent and 
other administration and serve 
as public fi gures to support and 
respond to the needs of their 
communities. 

For the Minot Air Force Base, 
School Board District #160 serves 
in this capacity. School board 
member duties include, using state 
and federal funds to ensure that 
the students on-base continue to 
receive the best education possible 
within the laws of the North 
Dakota Century Code, addressing 
concerns or questions from district 
families, and voting on matters 
that aff ect schools both on and 
off  the installation. The Minot Air 
Force Base School Board is a co-
terminous school board that works 
alongside Minot Public Schools, 
School Board, District #1 with 
the mission of “Empowering all 
learners to succeed in a changing 
world”. 

Minot Air Force Base, School 
Board District #160 and Minot 
Public Schools, School Board, 
District #1 consist of fi ve board 
members, each member serves a 
three-year term. For the Minot Air 
Force Base, School Board, District 
#160 there are three position 
requirements for members. These 
include 1) Member must reside on 
the installation 2) Member may 
be active duty enlisted, a reservist, 
or a dependent family member. 
Offi  cers are not eligible to serve as 
school board members pursuant 
DoDD 1344.10, Para 4.2.2.4. 3. 
Members cannot be an employee 

of Minot Public Schools. 
The Minot AFB School Board 

often has to fi ll vacancies due to 
member resignations related to the 
military lifestyle. If a member of 
the board resigns that position is 
fi lled to serve out the remaining 

portion of that term. Currently, the 
Minot AFB School Board has an 
open position. Interested parties 
can contact the School Liaison at 
joy-nicole.smith.2@us.af.mil for 
more information and to receive 
an application.

Minot Air Force Base
School Board District #160

JOY-NICOLE SMITH
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL 
LIAISON PROGRAM 
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Dakota
Hope
Clinic

dakotahope.org
315 S Main St #205
Minot, ND 
Client Line: 701-852-4673

ICE Bonspiel
GUARDIANS OF THE

FEBRUARY 21- 22

MINOT CURLING CLUB
ND STATE FAIRGROUNDS

THE INAUGURAL

The nations first, only, and best Military
Bonspiel. Open to active duty & retired service
members of any branch and thier spouses.

Food, prizes, and fun included in entry
$100 a team
Scan QR Code for registration & more info
Registration Deadline is Feb 19th

MORE INFO: www.minotcurling.com218-766-1988 (Wes)

2

C
GR

RAL

22

CLUB
ROUNDS

llee
service
ses.

nfoff

p

MORE INFO: w218-766-1988 (WeWW s) www.minotcurlrr ing.com

HIGHEST HONORS 
(3.667-4.000+)

SENIORS: Emma Brandt, 
Tyler Burns, Teagan Coonrod, 
Rylie Deeter, Olivia Demars, 
Violet Demars, Boden Erck, Clay 
Fegley, Eva Hernandez, Cambrie 
Johannes, Alena Johannsen, 
Aidan Kelly-Binkoski, Ruby 
Lormejuste, Jett Lundeen, 
Taylor Lundeen, Lilly McGough, 
Margaret O’Riley, Emily Plessas, 
Jace Schwan, Macksen Shean, 
Autumn Steckler, Ramsey Walz, 
Riley Weeks, Drew Zwak

JUNIORS: Ella Boyle-Clark, 
Elsie Braun, Mia Braunberger, 
Kirstin Brunner, Ashlyn 
Burgardt, Katherine Castaneda, 
Carmyn Durand, Claire Fegley, 
Anne Fricke, Celia Martinez, 
Bentley Schneider, Tochi Udekwe

SOPHOMORES: Jaidyn 
Braunberger, Lauren Burns, Seth 
Finley, Kathryn Gonsorowski, 
Townsend Hale, Dani Martinez, 
Chisom Osuala, Thomas Postula, 
Michael Prough, Adelynn Selk

FRESHMEN: Tatiana Coronell, 
Viosa Cumani, Hayden Deeter, 
Sage Feininger, Joshua Franks, 
Caleb Haverstock, Helen Kamba, 
Gryphen Leier-Wangler, Justice 
Lundeen, Izabella Mocko, Calvin 

Olson, Akasha Pacheco, Zachary 
Spain, Cambree Zwak

EIGHTH GRADE: Ella Brandt, 
Liam Finley, Liam Hieb, Penelope 
Morales, Kene Osuala, Jack 
Prough, Hannah Schaefer

SEVENTH GRADE: Lawson 
Borgeson, Matthew Bryans, 
Natalie Burns, Sophia Cartier, 
Elira Cumani, Genevieve Deeter, 
Reed Feininger, Madison Fricke, 
Oluwafadeorehanmi Oni, 
Brooklyn Ost, Ava Passa, Emaree 
Ruby, Jazmin Vazquez

SIXTH GRADE: Nhyira 
Boamah, Blake Burckhard, 
Chloe Burgardt, Leo Demars, 
Hadley Duchscherer, Myla Hieb, 
Quinn Hulm, Brynlee Hust, Zoey 
Mocko, Crew Samson, Anjuli 
Schmidt, Deacon Wald

HIGH HONORS 
(3.333-3.666)

SENIORS: Parker Baier, Conner 
Brintnell

JUNIORS: Annyka Anderson, 
Jack Passa, Haylee Schwan, 
Hayden Seay

SOPHOMORES: Lily Jundt
FRESHMEN: Taylor Brintnell, 

Cheyenne Degenstein
EIGHTH GRADE: Liam Hulm, 

Grady Keyes, Bryleigh Thorson

SEVENTH GRADE: Harper 
Schneider, Keaton Sorum

SIXTH GRADE: Chloe Faken

HONORS 
(3.000-3.332)

SENIORS: Leah Charley, 
Bennet Warren

JUNIORS: Nashua 
Birdinground, Treyson 
Christianson, Aidan Elm, Miyah 
Harvey, Cade Okeson, Julian 
Wald, Ella Zaback

SOPHOMORES: Jose Castaneda, 
Abigail Frey, Tytan Lundeen, 
Elijah Penton, Peyton Seay

FRESHMEN: Lilyana Barnes, 
Cecilia Johannsen, Cohen 
Schneider, Dylan Walther

EIGHTH GRADE: Eve 
Braun,  Branson Bosch, Samuel 
Haverstock, Bridger Johannes, 
Afton Ost, Bailey Weigel, 
Kaidence Williams

SEVENTH GRADE: Hanley 
Grant, Carsten Klein, Claire 
Postula, Thomas Prough, Caleb 
Schmidt, Mollie Selk, Owen Wald

SIXTH GRADE: Diego Ayala 
Marin, Abel Clark, Katelyn 
Coronell, Josslyn Gates, Dexter 
Olson

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 
Second Quarter Honor Roll
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Supplying Calling Cards and Posters 
to Local Establishments

Donating the Phone 
Services for AADD

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AADD)

(701) 727-2233

THURSDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAYS
09:00 PM - 02:00 AM

HOLIDAY WEEKENDS
08:00 PM - 03:00 AM

Available to ALL Minot AFB 

Call Safe Rides Minot AFB
Notify location and destination
State the amount of people 

 that need a ride
Give a description on an easily  

 identifiable article of clothing
Verify member’s military/

 dependent status by showing  
 identification

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 

  $2 off All Apps
  $3 House Wine & Domestic Pints
 Bavarian Pretzels with Beer Cheese Sauce
  $4  Rail Drinks, ND Brewery Pints & 
 22oz Domestics Taps, 4 Lettuce Cups
  $5 Moscow Mule 
  $6  Specialty Cocktails, Martinis & 
 22oz ND Breweries Taps
           ½ Flat Bread Pizza

Monday  Pizza Pack Combo
Tuesday Sandwich Pack
Wednesday  Chef Creation*
*Changes Weekly – Check our Facebook Page

Thursday Pasta Pack

Monday $5 Moscow Mules (all day)

Tuesday $4 ND breweries (all day)

Wednesday ½ Price Wine by the glass/bottle (all day)

Thursday $1 up for all Tall Taps (all day)

Sunday BRUNCH (11am-2pm)
 $7 TSR Bloody Mary & Caesars
 $12 Bottomless Mimosas
 $6 Breakfast Shots

 10% OFF

Rummage Sale & Bake Sale
Saturday, February 22

9:00am-2:00pm
LUNCH: SOUP & SANDWICHES 

BAG BARGAINS 1:00-2:00PM

VINCENT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1024 2nd St. SE, Minot

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, 
N.M. --  

The next iteration of digital 
safety reporting is here with the 
release of the new SAFEREP App. 
SAFEREP is the Department of the 
Air Force’s only completely digital 
safety reporting tool supporting 
all disciplines and areas around 
base, with dedicated reporting 
features for workplace, traffi  c, 
industrial, fl ight, weapons, and 
space safety. Replacing the Airman 
Safety App, SAFEREP refl ects a 
broader reporting capability that 
encompasses more functional areas 
and other military services.

SAFEREP will allow users to 
submit more than just hazards. 
Users from every career fi eld 
will be able to voluntarily submit 
workplace and installation 
hazards, unintentional errors, and 
supervisor’s mishap reporting. 
Aviation-specifi c reports are 
also available to aircrew and 
maintainers. SAFEREP will also 
break out the diff erent operational 
disciplines to provide a clear 
distinction between avenues of 
reporting. All data is passed to 
the appropriate major command 
or down to the installation, and 
resources can be allocated to 
resolve issues.

“Anyone can use SAFEREP, 
regardless of rank, pay grade, 
uniformed or civilian status, or 
occupational specialty,” said Jason 
Wollard, SAFEREP program 
manager. “If an Airman or 
Guardian thinks the issue could 
cause damage, injury, illness, 
result in a serious incident, or an 
accident, then they should use the 
app to report the concern to their 
safety offi  ce. They should also let 
their supervisor know as soon as 
possible, especially if they were 
involved in an accident or were 
injured.”

All SAFEREP users will be able 
to quickly and easily tell Safety 
about issues in the dorms, at work, 
or anywhere on base. Dangerous 
conditions, near misses, and 
cultural issues that could lead to 
an accident can all be reported 
using the App. Addressing these 
issues and learning from mistakes 
helps prevent injury and damage, 
while also creating a better work 
culture and environment.

Aircrew, including maintainers, 
aerial port workers, and airfi eld 
operations, can report hazards 
related to in-fl ight operations, 
maintenance operations, or issues 
on the ramp. Additionally, aviation-
specifi c reporting options including 
Aviation Safety Action Program 
reports, and other required safety 

reports such as hazardous air traffi  c 
reports, wildlife strikes, unusual 
occurrence or in-fl ight emergency 
reports. Serious aviation hazards, 
near misses, and aviation ASAPs 
provided to SAFEREP are posted 
to the SAFEREP display to enable 
community-wide visibility on the 
issue. 

“Safety professionals are experts 
in their work areas and know 
what ‘right’ looks like,” said 
Wollard. “However, Safety can’t 
be everywhere, all at once, all of 
the time. SAFEREP allows Airmen 
and Guardians to inform Safety 
about hazardous conditions or 
cultural issues that concern them.”

Reporting in SAFEREP is 
simple. Users can either download 
the app or go to the SAFEREP 
website. Once there, users will 
select their service, the type of 
report being submitted, and then 
the app will guide users through 
the rest. Submissions to SAFEREP 
can also be made while TDY to 
report concerns to the local safety 
offi  ce. Users also have the option 
to submit a report anonymously.

“SAFEREP is the DAF’s 
premiere safety digital reporting 
tool,” said Maj. Gen. Sean 

Choquette, DAF chief of safety and 
AFSEC commander. “It empowers 
Airmen and Guardians to speak up 
about issues they see and mitigate 
risks before they cause a mishap. 
By preventing mishaps before they 
happen, we increase our readiness 
and create more lethal Air and 
Space Forces.”

If users already have the Airman 
Safety App downloaded, they will 
not need to download a new app 
as SAFEREP will automatically 
update. If users are not online, 
or not connected to the internet, 
SAFEREP will store up to 100 
draft reports until connected 
to the internet to complete the 
submission. Temporarily, the 
Airman Safety App website will 
redirect users to SAFEREP but 
the Airman Safety app will be fully 
discontinued at a later date. 

For more information on how 
SAFEREP reporting works, go to 
https://www.safety.af.mil/home/
saferep

To make a report, access the 
SAFEREP website at https://
saferep.safety.af.mil, or download 
the SAFEREP App from your app 
store.

DAF Safety Announces Next 
Generation Safety Reporting

AIR FORCE SAFETY CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AIR FORCE SAFETY CENTER
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National Children’s Dental 
Health Month was established on 
the 3rd of February 1941, as a 
one-day event in Cleveland, Ohio. 
The American Dental Association 
(ADA) held the fi rst national 
observance of Children’s Dental 
Health Day on February 8th, 
1949. It then became a week-long 
event in 1955, and fi nally in 1981 
the program was extended to a 
month-long observance known 
today as National Children’s 
Dental Health Month. Each year 
thousands of people participate 
in this event whether its hosting 
health fairs, speaking at schools, or 
displaying posters. This event is a 
great way to educate parents and 
their children on the importance 
of pediatric oral hygiene. 

Did you know the following 
facts about children’s dental 
health and oral hygiene?

• Some babies are born with 
teeth, called natal teeth. They are 
diff erent from normal teeth, may 
not be fully developed, and are 
generally weak. 

• According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
tooth decay is the most common 
chronic disease that aff ects 
children.

• Children exposed to 
secondhand smoke are more 
likely to get cavities.

• You should replace your 
child’s toothbrush every three to 
four months; this should be a soft 
bristled toothbrush.

• Juice, sports drinks, fruit 
snacks, sticky candies, and 
goldfi sh are examples of snacks 
that can cause tooth decay in your 
child’s teeth.

• The ADA recognizes the use 
of fl uoride and community water 
fl uoridation as safe and eff ective 
in preventing tooth decay for both 
children and adults.

Fortunately, cavities and poor 
oral hygiene are completely 
preventable! This can be 
accomplished by teaching your 
child to practice good oral 
hygiene, brushing and fl ossing 
daily, giving your child calcium-
rich and low-sugar snacks, staying 
hydrated with water, and visiting 
a dentist for regular check-ups. It 
is important to start good dental 
habits early in childhood. The 
ADA recommends scheduling a 
pediatric dental visit as soon as 
your child’s fi rst tooth appears and 
no later than their fi rst birthday. 
For more information regarding 
Children’s Dental Health Month 
and fun activities for your kids, 
you can visit the ADA website 
https://www.ada.org/resources/
community-initiatives/national-
childrens-dental-health-month.

February is 
National Children’s 

Dental Health Month!
SRA BETHANY SWINSON

ORAL PROPHLYAXIS ASSISTANT
5 OPERATIONAL MEDICAL READINESS SQUADRON
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

How to make driving 
in inclement weather 

more safe
Impaired visibility can be a safety hazard while driving. 
Everything from sun glare to hail can affect a driver’s 
ability to see the road and navigate it effectively. Before 
drivers get behind the wheel, they should make note of 
their local forecast and make a plan for what to do if 
rain, snow or other conditions make it challenging to 
drive.

The International Association of Traffic and Safety 
Sciences indicates that, based on an examination of 
crash test data conducted by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the “likelihood of a crash 
increases during periods of low visibility, despite the 
tendency for less traffic and for lower speeds to prevail 
during these times.”

Drivers can take several steps to improve their visibility 
when driving in poor weather conditions.

· Inspect and change windshield wiper blades. Wipers 
are instrumental in clearing precipitation away from the 
windshield. If they’re not functioning properly, wipers 
cannot do their jobs. Drivers should replace their wipers 
at the first indication that they are no longer effective. 
In some conditions, wipers can freeze or stick. Drivers 
should then pull over and clean the wipers manually.

· Clear obstructions. Always make sure the windshield is 
clear before driving. This can include removing ice and 
snow in the winter and cleaning off mud or bug splatter 

in the spring and summer. Use the front and rear defrost 
if condensation fogs up windshields and windows.· Slow 
down. Foul weather can reduce drivers’ ability to see far 
into the distance. Drivers should always drive slower in 
inclement weather in order to improve reaction time.

· Top off fluids. Always keep the windshield washer 
reservoir full and keep extra fluid in the trunk. In 
addition, look for a fluid that does not freeze in very 
cold temperatures.

· Learn how to drive in fog. Each year, more than 38,700 
vehicle crashes occur in fog, states the Federal Highway 
Administration. Travelers Insurance recommends 
slowing down, staying focused and using regular 
headlights and not high beams when driving in fog.

· Go out only if necessary. In snowy or icy conditions, 
drive only if it’s absolutely necessary, as snow and ice 
can impair visibility and make roads slick, says AAA.

· Avoid driving at dusk and dawn. The human eye can 
have trouble adjusting to rapidly changing light and 
darkness conditions, which are common at dusk and 
dawn. If possible, drivers should make trips during the 
heart of the day, especially if poor lighting conditions 
typically make it difficult for them to drive.

Drivers can take steps to improve visibility when 
inclement weather makes roadways hard to navigate.
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Do you need to COMMUNICATE 
with your pharmacy team?

Here are three ways you can 
COMMUNICATE with pharmacy staff:

1. MHS GENESIS Patient Portal
https://patientportal.mhsgenesis.health.mil
• Using the link or QR code
• Click on ‘Message’ tab

2.     Q-Anywhere
• Text “Get in line” to 1-833-274-5419

3. In Person
• Come pull a ticket at the pharmacy and 

wait for your number to be called

Do you need to REFILL an 
existing prescription?

Here are two ways to REFILL a 
prescription at Minot AFB Pharmacy:

1.     MHS GENESIS Patient Portal
https://patientportal.mhsgenesis.health.mil
• Use the link or QR code
• Click on ‘Rx Refills’ tab

2.     Automatic REFILL Hotline
• Call 1-701-937-4688 
• Follow the prompts

Do you need to ACTIVATE a new 
prescription?

Here are three ways to ACTIVATE a 
prescription at Minot AFB Pharmacy:

1. MHS GENESIS Patient Portal
https://patientportal.mhsgenesis.health.mil
• Using the link or QR code
• Click on ‘Message’ tab

2.     Q-Anywhere
• Text “Get in line” to 1-833-274-5419

3. In Person
• Come pull a ticket at the pharmacy and 

wait for your number to be called

How YOU can communicate with US!

MHS Genesis
Patient Portal

Q-Anywhere

For the latest information on MDG closures and 
news, please visit our Facebook page at: 
facebook.com/5thMedicalGroup

For emergent needs, visit us in person. You can 
also call the appointment line at 1-701-723-5633 
and a request will be sent for a member of our 
team to call you back within 48-72 hours!

*If you are out of refills, a new prescription 
will need to be activated. Please contact 
your provider to get started.

Duty Hours 
Monday - Friday: 

0730-1215 & 1315-1630 

Saturday: CLOSED
Sunday: CLOSED

701-858-4228   www.minotsymphony.com

Selections of works by 
Beethoven, Márquez,  

Strauss, and more!

Feb. 8th at *3pm*
Ann Nicole Nelson Hall at MSU

The Minot Symphony Orchestra presents

Enter code MILITARY to receive 
a $5 discount on adult tickets for 
active duty military. 
12 and under are FREE for this 
performance.

Featured soloist  
Aashur Olson

Link Up: The Orchestra Moves is an engaging 
experience of listening and performing together. 
Discover how the orchestra moves through this 
interactive performance. This is a national program 
of Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute and is fun 
for all ages! Singing voices and recorders welcome. 
Featured guests include Young Artist Competition 
Winner Aashur Olson, violin, and the MSO/MSU 
Side-by-Side String Festival particpants.



2 SECTION B FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025 NORTHERN SENTRY

MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

jeremymork@yahoo.com

25% MILITARY DISCOUNT

The anticipation is building. 
The days are growing longer, 
and the home stretch of winter 
is fi nally in sight. While North 
Dakota’s winter may linger for 
another few months, a glimpse of 
summer emerges every February 
with an exciting tradition: the 
opening of North Dakota State 
Park camping reservation season!

North Dakota takes immense 
pride in its stunning and 
meticulously maintained state 
parks. From shimmering lakes 
and winding rivers to miles of 
starlit skies, these parks captivate 
both residents and visitors alike. 
However, securing a campsite at 
these sought-after locations can 
be highly competitive. That’s 
where the North Dakota Parks 
and Recreation Department’s 95-
day reservation calendar comes 
into play—a must-have tool for 
seasoned campers. This calendar 
outlines exactly when you can 
book your summer outdoor 
adventure, and spots fi ll up fast.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Reservations open precisely 

95 days before the desired 
camping date. Since most state 
parks offi  cially open around 
Memorial Day, February is the 
time to plan ahead. According 
to the North Dakota State Park 
Window Calendar, February 10, 

2025, is the fi rst day campers can 
book a site for May 16. To secure 
your spot, be sure to follow the 
calendar closely and act quickly 
when reservations open.

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR?
An exciting update for 2025 

is the renaming of Sully Creek 
State Park to Rough Rider State 
Park. This change, announced 
last fall, pays tribute to Theodore 
Roosevelt and his Rough Riders. 
According to the North Dakota 
Parks and Recreation Department, 
the new name celebrates “the 
enduring legacy of Roosevelt and 
the rugged beauty and cultural 
heritage of the West.” Alongside 
the renaming, major campground 
expansions are underway to 
accommodate even more visitors. 
Learn more about the updates at 
https://www.parkrec.nd.gov/news/
sully-creek-state-park-renamed-
rough-rider-state-park-major-
campground-expansion.

PRICING AND PASSES:
While rates vary slightly by 

park, modern campsites with 
hookups typically range from 
$25 to $30 per night, while 
cabins average around $125 per 
night. In addition to nightly rates, 
each vehicle requires a $7 daily 
fee or an annual vehicle pass 
for $35. For those looking to 

explore the parks without extra 
cost, the Library Loan Program 
allows North Dakota residents to 
borrow a day pass from most local 
libraries, providing free access to 
any state park. It’s a fantastic 
way to enjoy the parks without 
breaking the bank.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS:
North Dakotans take their 

camping seriously. Campsites 
and cabins often book up the 
moment the 95-day reservation 
window opens, so planning ahead 
is key. Many campers mark their 
calendars and log on early in the 
morning to secure their preferred 
spots. To ensure you don’t miss 
out, stay organized, set reminders, 
and be ready to book as soon as 
the window opens.

This summer, make the most 
of North Dakota’s incredible 
state parks. From peaceful nights 
under the stars to unforgettable 
outdoor adventures, the memories 
you create will be worth the 
preparation. Happy camping!

Summer Camping: 
NDSP 2025 Booking 

Opens!
ERIN BEENE, NORTHERN SENTRY

Camping and Kayaking at Icelandic State Park
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AVENUE

DOWNTOWN MINOT

701.852.8183

Solution to puzzle on page B9SUDOKU
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 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com

The Super Bowl isn’t just 
about touchdowns and halftime 
shows—it’s also a showcase for 
STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math). 
Behind the excitement of the big 
game are countless innovations 
and creative solutions that make 
it all possible. STEAM powers 
the Super Bowl in ways you 
might not expect, from designing 
advanced football stadiums to 
choreographing mesmerizing 
halftime performances.

THE SCIENCE OF 
THROWING THE 
PERFECT SPIRAL

Ever wonder how quarterbacks 
make those perfect spirals look so 
eff ortless? According to Popular 
Science, “To get a great spiral, 
you need to master angular 
momentum.” It all starts with a 
good grip on the laces to act as 
torque (the force that can cause 
an object to rotate about an axis). 
Next, to give the ball velocity, you 
have to balance the frictional force 
and the forward force. Finally, to 
get your perfect spiral you need 
the hand on the back of the ball 
to give it forward velocity but too 
far back to prevent the necessary 
torque for the spin. But both 
science and football take practice, 
even Patrick Mahomes had to 
start somewhere!

INSTANT REPLAY 
TECHNOLOGY

Have you ever watched a game-
changing play and held your 
breath for the instant replay? 
This game-saving tech doesn’t 
just capture the action—it brings 
fans closer to the game, letting 
us see every angle in crystal-
clear detail! A man named Tony 
Verna invented instant replay in 
1963. While the fi rst videotape 
recording was demonstrated 
in 1951, video equipment was 
bulky and had its fair share of 
technical challenges. Verna’s 
solution involved using audio 
cues—a set of beeps—recorded 
onto an unused audio track on 
the tape during the live broadcast. 
These beeps helped the crew fi nd 
specifi c moments in the footage, 
even though the technology of the 
time didn’t allow for precise tape 
editing or instant playback (New 
York Times). Verna’s technology 
revolutionized the way we 
experience sports, bringing fans 

even closer to the action with the 
instant replays we now celebrate 
in every game.

ENGINEERING A STADIUM 
FOR THE BIG LEAGUES

SoFi Stadium stands as 
a testament to cutting-edge 
engineering, blending innovation 
and design to create a world-
class venue worthy of the big 
league. The stadium hosted the 
2022 Super Bowl and showcased 
groundbreaking engineering. 
One of the coolest innovations 
in SoFi stadium is its massive 
translucent canopy, making it the 
fi rst indoor-outdoor stadium in 
the world. Built from ethylene 
tetrafl uoroethylene (ETFE), a 
sustainable, corrosion-resistant 
material, the canopy combines 
functionality and innovation by 
protecting fans from the elements 
while allowing natural sunlight to 
illuminate the space. Supported 
by an intricate 75,000-foot cable 
net system weighing 1,450 tons, 
this structure enables sections 
of the roof to open and close, 
providing vertical ventilation and 
precise temperature regulation—
an impressive feat of modern 
design and engineering. SoFi 
Stadium not only redefi nes the 
fan experience but also inspires 
future generations to see how 
engineering can shape the world 
of sports and beyond.

THE ART OF THE 
HALFTIME SHOW

The Super Bowl halftime 
show is a masterclass in artistry, 
blending music, design, and 
cutting-edge technology to create 
a performance seen by millions 
around the world. Each year, 
a team of choreographers, set 
designers, and visual eff ects artists 
work together to transform the 
stage into a dynamic work of art, 
often in under eight minutes. Past 
shows have featured awe-inspiring 
elements like Lady Gaga’s drone 
light display in 2017 and the 
360-degree staging of Beyoncé’s 
2013 performance. This fusion of 
creativity and technical precision 
makes the halftime show one of 
the most anticipated moments of 
the Super Bowl, proving that art 
and science work hand-in-hand 
to captivate audiences. Check out 
this full list of amazing artists that 
performed at Super Bowl Halftime 
Shows!

STATISTICS: THE MATH 
OF FOOTBALL

Statistics and analytics have 
transformed the Super Bowl for 
coaches, players, and even the 
viewers. According to the NFL, 
their Next Gen Stats “provide 
clubs with data to analyze trends 
and player performance, while 
enhancing the fans’ experience in-
stadium, online and during game 
telecasts.” Their system that is 
installed in all the NFL stadiums 
includes 20–30 ultra-wideband 
receivers, 2–3 radio-frequency 
identifi cation (RFID) tags installed 
into the players’ shoulder pads, 
and RFID tags on offi  cials, pylons, 
sticks, chains, and in the ball. 
All these devices capture data 
such as location, speed, distance 
traveled, and acceleration at 
a rate of 10 times per second, 
and chart individual movements 
within inches. These numbers not 
only infl uence strategy but also 
enhance the viewing experience, 
showing how math powers the 
excitement behind every play.

FEATURE FRIDAY: 
FOOTBALL EDITION!

If your family is curious about 
how STEAM infl uences the Super 
Bowl, join us for Feature Friday 
on February 21st from 3:30 
to 5:30 PM at the Magic City 
Discovery Center! This month’s 
event is all about the Super 
Bowl. Whether you’re a football 
fan or not, there’s something for 
everyone.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Building your own fi eld 

goalposts
• Tackling football-themed 

obstacle courses
• Competing in a paper football 

shoot challenge
Plus, you’ll learn about 

fascinating STEAM careers that 
help bring the Super Bowl to life. 
Don’t miss this fun-fi lled event—
it’s the perfect way to explore 
science, creativity, and innovation 
with your kids!

Mark your calendar and bring 
the whole family to experience 
how STEAM shapes one of the 
biggest sports events of the year. 
Who knows? You might even 
inspire the next great football 
engineer, sports analyst, or 
entertainment designer!

STEAM & The Super Bowl: 
There’s More to the Big Game 

than just Football!
MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER
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The Air Force has not found 
a higher death rate from cancer 
among missileers and other service 
members who served decades ago 
near America’s nuclear-tipped 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
service offi  cials said Jan. 30.

“Basically, for all mortality 
calculations, cancer rates 
were lower or similar [in] the 
missile community versus 
their comparison group,” said 
Col. Richard O. Speakman, a 
medical doctor who commands 
the U.S. Air Force School of 
Aerospace Medicine. USAFSAM 
leads the comprehensive Missile 
Community Cancer Study that has 
been going for nearly two years 
now. 

In a Jan. 27 memorandum, 
Speakman noted that missile 
community’s overall cancer 
mortality rate was lower than 
the general U.S. population. It 
was also lower for non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, lung and bronchus, 
prostate, and colon and rectum 
cancers.

“The overall distribution of 
cancer deaths were similar between 
the missile community and the 
non-missile community, with lung 
and bronchus cancers accounting 
for the highest number of cancer 
deaths in both, followed by colon 
and rectum cancer deaths, and 
then pancreatic cancer deaths,” 
Speakman added Jan. 30 during 

a virtual town hall for members of 
the missile community, to which 
Air & Space Forces Magazine was 
granted access.

All told, the Air Force found 
a “signifi cantly lower cancer 
mortality rate in the missile 
community compared to the non-
missile community. This trend 
was consistent with both males 

and females,” he said.
The overall epidemiology 

study covers former and current 
missile community members 
and other service members who 
served from 1976-2010. That 
time frame was chosen because 
the Air Force wanted a “10-year 
follow-up period” after a possible 
exposure to ensure that it would 

Air Force: No Increase in Cancer 
Deaths Among Missile Community, 

but Study Continues
CHRIS GORDON, AIR & SPACE FORCES MAGAZINE

  Comes with one 2-Way Remote
up to 1/2 Mile Starting Radius!

Smartphone control
*subscription required after 30 day free trial*

Appointments can be made by calling/texting 701-500-5196 
or visiting our Facebook page @thatremotestartguy

DONT 
BE LEFT 
IN THE 
COLD

ASK ABOUT OUR 
MILITARY/FIRST RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

            
$495

INSTALLED

PRICES 
START AT

OKAY I’M STUCK. 
NOW WHAT?

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

North Dakota winters have a 
tendency to be severe, and bad 
weather came come on very fast, 
with little or no warning!  

Even the experienced and 

temporarily stranded on North 
Dakota roadways, whether they 
be interstates, highways, or county 

following life-saving tips drivers 
should remember if they’re 
trapped in their vehicle during a 
blizzard or stranded on the road 
during severe cold weather.

Stay in the vehicle. Don’t leave 
the vehicle to search for help.  The 
highway patrol advises to stay put.  
It is very easy for people to get 
disoriented when battling blowing 
and drifting snow. Being lost in 
open country during a blizzard is 
extremely dangerous. In a vehicle, 
people have shelter from the 
elements and are most likely to be 
found a lot faster.   

Be seen. Display a trouble sign 
on the vehicle. Hang a brightly 
colored cloth on the vehicle’s radio 
antenna and raise the hood. Using 
the headlights also makes the 
vehicle more visible to emergency 
crews, but use them sparingly to 
avoid draining the battery.

Avoid overexertion and 

exposure. Overexertion from trying 
to push a vehicle out of a snow 
drift, shoveling heavy drifts and 

during strong winds, blinding 
snow and bitter cold may lead to a 
heart attack -- even for people who 
are in good physical condition.

Beware of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Run the engine 
sparingly. Keep a window open 
for ventilation, and ensure the 
vehicle’s exhaust pipe isn’t blocked 
with snow.

Conserve your vehicle’s fuel. 
Allow the vehicle to run only 
long enough for the interior to get 
warm.

Keep moving. Use minor 
exercises to keep up circulation 
and stay warm. Try not to stay in 
one position for too long.

Make us of your winter survival 
kit.  That is why you packed it in 

make use of it.  Remember if you 
have used it, replaced used items 
as soon as possible!

Always remember when 
traveling during winter months 
use risk management practices 
as you would on the job, a little 
common sense goes a long way, 
especially when your stranded 
during a blizzard!

SSGT JOE VERGARA
5TH BOMB WING 

NCOIC OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY

Bioenvironmental engineers from the U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace 
Medicine, or USAFSAM, and the 341st Operational Medical Readiness 
Squadron at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont., assess environmental factors 
in a launch control center, June 22, 2023. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO I JOHN TURNER
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not miss cancers that developed 
slowly. In preparing the study, 
the Air Force consulted with the 
National Institutes of Health and 
the National Cancer Institute.

For years, the Air Force 
dismissed concerns related to 
health issues among missileers 
and other career fi elds that help 
maintain and guard America’s 
ICBMs. Some elements of 
the current Minuteman III 
infrastructure date back to the 
1960s, when maintaining the U.S. 
nuclear readiness during the Cold 
War was the chief concern and 
there were far fewer workplace 
protections. 

But in early 2023, Air Force 
Global Strike Command began 
to investigate the health concerns 
following reports that cases of 
non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, a blood 
cancer, might be on the rise at 
Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont.

Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere, who 
leads the command, later ordered 
that the investigation, which is 
formally known as the Missile 
Community Cancer Study, be 
expanded to cover environmental 
and epidemiological factors.

Bussiere, who was diagnosed 
with cancer as a mid-level offi  cer 
fl ying fi ghter jets, has pledged to 
take a comprehensive approach 
and has been clear he feels 
previous Air Force studies of 
ICBM health concerns in 2001 
and 2005 were unsatisfactory and 
incomplete.

The latest assessment is formally 
known as Phase 1C and updates 
the ongoing Missile Community 
Cancer Study investigation. 
Focusing on cancer mortality, 
it reported that members of the 
missile community did not have 
a higher rate of mortality from 
cancer compared to the broader 
U.S. population and other former 
service members when adjusted 
for age, race, gender, and rank 
across 14 common cancers.

Phase 1C only dates back 
to 1979, offi  cials said, because 
the National Death Index, a 
government database that is used 
to inform medical studies, does 
not cover earlier years.

Phase 1C is not the last word 
on the problem. The Air Force 
will now focus on Phase 2 of the 
epidemiological study, which will 
pool data from state government 
cancer registries. 

“Phase 2 will provide signifi cant, 
larger numbers, so that will help 
us have a more wholesome 
understanding of the exposure for 
the missile community operators 
that have served at least from 
the database, from ’79 to 2020.” 
Bussiere said. “In my mind, 
just as important is that we’ve 
institutionalized a mechanism 
to document exposure across 
the fabric of the decades so that 
members that retire or separate 
can have that readily available 
if needed for the appropriate 
services from the Veterans 
Administration.”

Speakman said the Phase 2 
study will gather two to three 
times more data, although some of 
the information may overlap. That 
data is projected to be available 
in December 2025, added Col. 
Gregory A. Coleman, Air Force 
Global Strike Command’s surgeon 
general.

The ongoing work represents a 
steady expansion of earlier eff orts. 
In February 2024, the Air Force 
Phase 1A study drew data from 
Department of Defense electronic 
medical records dating back to 
2001, capturing those who were 
diagnosed with cancer through 
the Military Health System (MHS), 
including through the Tricare 
health insurance program.

The Phase 1B study, released in 
October, was expanded to include 
data from the Department of 
Veteran Aff airs electronic medical 
records and both the Department 

of Defense and Department of 
Veteran Aff airs’ cancer registries, 
going back as far as 1976, 
according to the Air Force.

The Missile Community 
Cancer Study also include an 
environmental review at the 
three active Minuteman III ICBM 
bases—Malmstrom Air Force 
Base; F.E. Warren Air Force Base, 
Wyo; and Minot Air Force Base, 
N.D.—and ICBM facilities used to 
test missiles at Vandenberg Space 
Force Base, Calif.

Over 8,400 samples have been 
collected, and the Air Force is 
using that information to develop 
a comprehensive health risk 
assessment. 

Coleman, AFGSC’s surgeon 
general, said this review should 
be available this spring.

“We’re not done, but we 
continue to move forward 
deliberately in this process,” said 
Bussiere.

“A full, comprehensive 
epidemiological study should 
include both the incidence 
and the mortality together,” 
Speakman said. “These measures 
of disease provide a more full 
picture of cancer trends, public 
health impact, and areas where 
intervention might be needed. 
While we are focusing on the 
cancer mortality today, we 
will return to cancer incidence 
during Phase Two of this Missile 
Community Cancer Study.”

“The congressional interest and 
support for this eff ort has not 
waned. It’s actually increased,” 
Bussiere said. He added that the 
new Acting Air Force Secretary 
Gary Ashworth also asked for an 
update on the study.

A test launch of an 
unarmed Minuteman 
III intercontinental 
ballistic missile from 
Vandenberg Space 
Force Base, Calif., 
Nov. 5, 2024.

AIR & SPACE FORCES 
MAGAZINE 

CHRIS GORDON

1 Winter Park Road, Bottineau, N.D.
701-263-4556
www.skibwp.com

MILITARY 
DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

Bring Your Group to BWP

Ski the Jewel above the Prairie!
MILITARY 

APPRECIATION DAY 
MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 17, 2025
PRESIDENT’S DAY
OPEN 10AM-5PM
FLAG CEREMONY

2PM

HOURS

Before travel, please visit our Facebook 
page for possible schedule changes 

due to inclement weather.

If you wish to put a photo of your 
baby in the Northern Sentry, please 

send it to nsads@srt.com.
Please include your name and the 

birth date of your baby.

BABY GIRL BORN ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 TO:

MOLLIE AND STEVEN LAWLESS
MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN ON 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 TO:

RENEE MORIN AND BRUCE BECKER
BELCOURT, ND
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, Feb. 3: 
1,832.73 feet above mean sea level 
(MSL); 23,700 cubic feet per second 
(CFS) Garrison Dam average daily 
releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,449.39 feet 
above mean sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 1,449.4 MSL. 
•N.D. Game & Fish Dept. game 
wardens: No new reports from Lake 
Sakakawea, Devils Lake, or north-central 
area lakes. 
•Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, Devils 
Lake: Decent walleye bite on Devils 
Lake but perch success remains tough. 
Anglers marking fi sh but they’re fi nicky 
on the bite. It’s a light bite although there 
have been a few spurts of success for 
nice-sized fi sh. 
•Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, Ruthville: 
Lake Darling generally slow, as is Lake 
Audubon.
•Lake Darling, Upper Souris Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm: Lake Darling 
generally slow and spotty for walleye 
with most fi sh coming along old river 
channels and weed edges. Snow 
conditions making travel diffi cult in most 
place. Slow pike success but look for 
improving activity as it gets closer to 
spawning. 
•Lake Metigoshe, Four Seasons, 
Bottineau: Somewhat improving activity 
for bluegill and crappie. Occasional 
walleye in the evening but anglers need 
to be patient.
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: Not 
many anglers out due to weather but 
those going on Lake Audubon are 
fi nding a mix of perch and walleye. Try a 
variety of presentations and depths and 
move around but use caution. Steinke 
Bay producing walleye in the shallows 
on the east end of Lake Sakakawea but 
weather also limited angler numbers. 
Some pike spearing activity but no 
reports of success. Try 20 to 35 feet for 
a few nice-sized walleye on Douglas 
Bay.
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Hwy. 83 Lawn & Leisure, Garrison: 
Decent walleye bite on the east end 
of Lake Sakakawea around Centennial 
Bay.  Also the northeast corner of 
Mallard Island and 7 Sisters in 25 to30 
feet or west in Douglas Bay in 25 to 30 

feet.  Fair pike spearing success in 10 
feet of visibility with some pike on tip-ups 
with smelt or herring in 15 to 30 feet. 
Continue working closer to the buoy line 
on Lake Audubon in 25 to30 feet and try 
15 to 20 feet after dark. Work around 
the islands on the refuge south side with 
good structure and depth but try to get 
away from the crowds.  Bite remains 
inconsistent, however.
•Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 
Weather and access permitting, anglers 
fi nding a few more walleye in the Van 
Hook Arm. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait & Tackle, Pick City: Missouri 
River tailrace slow with few anglers 
out although with better weather those 
going were fi nding a few walleye. Lake 
Sakakawea generally slow for walleye, 
as well. 
•Lake Sakakawea/northwest N.D. 
lakes, Scenic Sports, Williston: Upper 
end of Lake Sakakawea slow for 
angler numbers due to cold and windy 
conditions with better walleye and 
sauger success on the Yellowstone and 
Missouri rivers, weather permitting. A 
few anglers on Smishek Lake north of 
Power Lake and fi nding some perch and 

pike activity.
•North-central/central N.D. lakes, 
Towner Hdwe. Hank, Towner: Not much 
activity on area lakes but look for some 
pike from Buffalo Lodge Lake, weather 
permitting. 
DOWNHILL SKI REPORTS: 
•Big Sky Ski Resort, Big Sky, Mont., 
(www.bigskyresort.com): 51-inch base 
with 31 lifts and 276 runs open.
•Bottineau Winter Park, Bottineau, 
(www.skibwp.com):  12– to 24-inch 
base with 6 runs, 2 carpets, 1 T-bar, 
1 chair, and Terrain and Tubing parks 
open. 
•Huff Hills Ski Area, Mandan, (www.
huffhills.com): 16- to 20-inch packed 
powder, machine groomed base with 
10 runs, all lifts and tows, and Terrain 
Park open.
•Terry Peak, Leads, S.D., (www.
terrypeak.com): 26- to 36-inch base 
with all lifts and carpets and all runs, 
except Ricky’s Run, open.  
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
•N.D. Game and Fish Dept., main 
Bismarck offi ce: (701) 328-6300, 
website: (http://gf.nd.gov).
•Report All Poachers: (701) 328-9921.

•Registration now open for April 4 -6 Custom Fishing Rod Building Workshop, 
Lake Metigoshe State Park, Bottineau. Registration and information available at 
https://bit.ly/LMSPShowClix. Registration deadline March 16. 
•Ice is never completely safe. Avoid areas with vegetation, moving water, 
pressure ridges, and springs. Check conditions as you go along on the ice and 
don’t move around at night. Carry shovels and winter preparedness items when 
venturing out.
•Carry shovels and winter preparedness items when venturing out with the pre-
Christmas snow potentially creating varying access conditions on area lakes 
– getting onto the ice as well as moving around on it.
•Feb. 7: Rugby Ducks Unlimited Raffl e Night, 3rd. Street Station, Rugby, 5:30 
p.m. 
•Feb. 7 & 8: Minot Curling Club Winter Bonspiel, 2005 E. Burdick Expy., 
Minot. 
•Feb. 8: Souris River Basin Longbeards Nat’l. Wild Turkey Federation banquet, 
Grand Hotel, Minot, 5 p.m. 
•Feb. 9: Registration deadline for Lake Metigoshe State Park Ojibway 
Snowshoe Making Workshop. Go to event listing on N.D. Parks & Recreation 
Dept. website, (parkrec.nd.gov), for details. 
•Feb. 12: Spring turkey applications due. Information and applications on 
N.D. Game & Fish Dept. website, (gf.nd.gov).
•Feb. 15: Winter Fest, Cross Ranch State Park, Hensler, 9 a.m. 
•Feb. 15: Evening Hike Series, Full Snow Moon Candlelight Hike, Fort 
Stevenson State Park, Garrison, 6:30 p.m. 
•Feb. 15: Great Backyard Bird Count & Birding Basics, Lewis & Clark State 
Park, east of Williston, 9:30 a.m. 
•Feb, 21 & 22: Minot Air Force Base Curling Bonspiel. 
•Feb. 22: Sakakawea Chapter Ducks Unlimited banquet, Memorial Hall, 
Washburn, 5p.m.

TOURNAMENTS: 
•Feb. 8: Devils Lake, Spirit Lake Casino; Stump Lake, Tolna Landing.
•Feb. 15: Lake Audubon, Totten Trail.  
•Feb. 22: Devils Lake, Woodland Resort.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For complete 
details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational opportunities 
visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook at (facebook.
com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, extension 1, or email 
(woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located at 1012 Woodland Drive, 
Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

Action Agility started in 1999 
as a small group of people trying 
to involve their pets in their daily 
activities. Since then, Action 
Agility has become a non-profi t 
organization whose membership 
strives to make learning a fun and 
safe experience for the handler 
and dog. 

Our volunteer instructors 
have many years of experience 
with training dogs in numerous 
dog sports, including agility, 
obedience, rally obedience, scent 
work, fast CAT, and conformation. 
Instructors volunteer their time 
to help people develop a stronger 
bond with their dogs through 
positive training techniques. 
Our main objective is to make 
this a fun, safe, and rewarding 
experience for you and your 
dog. We emphasize praise and 
positive reinforcement. Our 
classes gradually train the dog 
and handler to work as a team. 

Action Agility holds three 
sessions of classes each year, fall, 
winter and spring. The club off ers 
a variety of training classes: 

• Puppy Class - For Puppies 12 
weeks to 6 months. 

• Beginning obedience - For 
dogs 6 months and older. 

• Foundations of Agility 
• Basic Agility 
• Intermediate Agility 
• Advanced Agility 

• Scent work is a sport that 
requires the dog to locate a scent 
(essential oils) and communicate 
to the handler that the scent 
has been found. Scent work is a 
positive, challenging activity that 
allows dogs the opportunity to 
use their strongest natural sense 
in a fun and challenging way. 

• Rally Obedience - A handler 
and their dog navigate a course, 
side by side, guiding him through 
a course of 10-20 diff erent signs. 
Each of the signs provides 
instructions regarding the next 
skill to be performed. It’s all 
about working as a team while 
performing the skills, with the 
dog under control. 

• Action Agility also off ers AKC 
Trick Dog as well as AKC Canine 
Good Citizen testing on a periodic 
basis. 

Action Agility is affi  liated with 
North American Dog Agility 
Council (NADAC). The Club holds 
a NADAC Agility trial annually. 
This year the NADAC trial will be 
held June 6-8, 2025 at Big 4 Boy 
Scout Camp. 

Check out Action Agility’s 
website at www.actionagility.com. 
For information you can contact 
Actionagilityminot@gmail.com 
or call 701-852-4722. Action 
Agility’s physical location is 1625 
27th St SE.

Dog Agility, Obedience 
and Training Classes

ACTION AGILITY

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com
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ACCOUNTING

SUDOKU SOLUTION
PUZZLE ON PAGE B2

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS 

LISTED HERE! 701.839.0946 • 
SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

HOBBY SHOP

AEROPORT HOBBY SHOP
RC Cars, RC Airplanes, Rockets, 
Trains, Plastics, Testors Paints,  

Engines & Accessories,  
Helicopters, Balsa Wood & Glues.

We Have GUNDAM!
838-1658

PET GROOMING

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings at 
the Minot Air Force Base. Pay 
is $14.49/hour plus health 
& welfare benefi t. Hours 
Days 8a or 9a-fi nish typically 
Monday through Friday, may 
include weekend work. Nights 
5p-fi nish. Apply in person 
at: 605 27th St SE, Minot 
ND 58701 or contact: Matt 
Mackey By email or phone 
at mmackey@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

PROFESSIONALS
LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

Minot’s Newest & Biggest 
Thrift Store is 

NOW ACCEPTING 
ALL donations,

estate settlements, 
and commercial 

(rental & real estate left behinds) 

105 1st Street. SE Minot
Open 9-6 Mon-Sat

(701) 837-1819

THRIFT STORE

AVAILABLE NOW! Several apts 
on North Hill available 4 rent. 2 
Bdrm + 1 bath. $625 to $895. 
Call Matt or Peggy at IPM. 852-
1157 tfn

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 

tfn

RENTALS

$ $ $ QUICK CASH $ $ $ Paying 
cash now for any car or truck, 
running or not. We also sell cars, 
give us a call. Edwardson Towing 
839-9512, cell: 720-6150 (Will 
haul junk cars or trucks away, no 
charge)

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL DOG, 
REPTILE OR BIRD that you no 
longer can care for, call me or text 
me at (701) 822-3455

tfn

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FRESH EGGS

AUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E

Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

VISION IMPAIRED BASE RETAIL 
CONTRACTOR SEEKING RIDE 
TO WORK either with car pool or 
individual. Must be pickup before 
7am and return at 4:30pm every 
Friday. I and willing to pay for 
gas. Call:214-405-2898

Feb14

RIDE SHARE

NOTICE

NOTICE
Minot AFB, ND

Capt Logan Arnt from the 5th 
Security Forces Squadron has 
been appointed the Summary 

Courts Offi cer (SCO) 
for the estate of 

A1C ADDISON THODE, 
5TH SECURITY FORCES 

SQUADRON.
All claims for or against the 
estate of the deceased must 
be submitted to the SCO.

For more information please 
contact Capt Logan Arnt at 

logan.arnt.1@us.af.mil 
or duty cell at 

701-833-6688. 

Events from 
Minot & 

Minot AFB 
in ONE PLACE!
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TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School 
graduate, artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that 
are on display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY  – Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace education. However, our dynamic, hands-on programs will prepare you for careers well 
beyond the limits of the sky. Our Worldwide Campus has been working with U.S. military service members since 1970, 
helping them to earn a degree while on active duty or as veterans. And we do it at more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle Minot Campus — located at Minot Air Force Base — offers associate, bachelor’s, 
and master’s degrees, as well as undergraduate and graduate certifi cations, that will help you whether you are an 
active-duty military service member, a veteran, or a civilian working at or around Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn your college degree. A degree from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will help service 
members to become commissioned offi cers, will make veterans more desirable job candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians with job advancement or career changes. Our modes of instruction are: Online, 
Eaglevision Home and Eaglevision Classroom. For more information, please visit us in Room 223 located in the Base 
Education Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – Minot State University is excited to again offer face-to-face classes at the  Minot Air Force 
Base. There is no application fee for active-duty military personnel. Military personnel can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) degree and earn a bachelor’s degree from Minot State. For more information, 
contact Brigitte Mikula at 701-727-9044 or by email at Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – Your degree, Your way. Park University is enrolling now. Earn your CCAF credits, AU-
ABC, and your Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s maximize your military experience! Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience by going to military.park.edu. and confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! Enable the 
Park University skill on your Alexa device and say “Alexa, ask Park, How many credit hours can I get from my military 
experience?” She’ll even tell you your graduation date! Minot AFB @ the Education Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  
|  mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

MINOT AFB ANNOUNCEMENTS

Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi 
Mexico

3816 South Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.858.0777

www.mimexicominotnd.com

Pink’s 
Bar & Grill

102 128th Ave NW, Minot
Phone: 701.852-2385

FB: PinksBarGrill

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving 
Rooster

30 1st St. NE, Minot
Phone: 701.838.3030

www.starvingrooster.com

Jamaican Vybz 
Kitchen

Dakota Square Mall, Minot
Phone: 701-441-9309

FB: Jamaican Vybz Kitchen

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide
Atypical Brewery & 

Barrel Works
510 Central Ave E, Minot
Phone: 701.833.0567

FB: Atypical Brewery & Barrelworks

Revel Hotel, a newly renovated hotel next to Dakota Mall, will 
be giving away use of the Pilot’s Bar and adjoining banquet 

space at its venue to Airmen.

The new giveaway, Weddings for Warriors, will honor the 
men and women who serve the United States by giving away 

use of the Pilot’s Bar and banquet space once every month.

At least one partner must be serving or must be an active 
member of the U.S. Air Force.

ddings for Warriors, will honor the 
erve the United States by giving away 
nd banquet space once every month.

y

must be serving or must be an active 
r of the U.S. Air Force.

For further information, please send a 
message to the hotel at revelnd.com or 

contact Chelewa Springs or Ashley Cutler 
at 701-607-4557 or 701-306-3338.



NORTHERN SENTRY FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025 SECTION B 11

NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Patricia Stockdill

THE SMARTEST BIRD 
ON THE PLANET

 The words, “They’re the smartest bird on the planet” 
echoed through my mind last week while applying 
for my license in the 2025 North Dakota spring turkey 
season lottery.
 I smiled and laughed silently at the words 
emphatically expressed by my hunting partner. My 
response to his declaration was that his wife and I 
discussed that very topic as she and I sat in a blind the 
previous spring. 
 We arrived at a completely diff erent conclusion but 
that’s to be discussed in a moment. 
 My turkey calling partner - Nephew David - is 
hooked on spring turkey hunting. It didn’t begin while 
accompanying my husband, me, and his father on a 
spring hunt in North Dakota’s western Badlands as a 
child. 
 Dang, we can’t take credit. 
 Instead, I must credit the U.S. Army and his service 
in the N.D. National Guard. It was during a multi-week 
training session in Oklahoma that got him hooked on 
wild turkeys. 
 It inspired him to enlist my husband on what I 
dubbed “Bill and Ted’s Excellent Spring Turkey Hunting 
Adventure”. They spent fi ve days chasing turkeys in 
Wyoming, South Dakota, Montana, and North Dakota. 
Nephew David thoroughly researched each state’s 
licensing procedures, seasons, and all of the nuances 
necessary to put oneself in position to bag the birds of 
his admiration as if he was writing a college Master’s 
thesis. 
 What they hadn’t counted on was a spring storm 
dumping mountains of snow in northwestern Wyoming 
– but David got his bird. 
 And one in Montana. 
 South Dakota’s smartest bird proved worthy of his 
admiration, remaining elusive but, that’s just excuse to 
return another season. 
 They ran out of time to bag their North Dakota birds, 
but, oh well, applying in the Peace Garden State each 
year is a ritual cast in stone. 
 Which brings me to the 2025 application and fond 
memories of that earlier declaration of the wild turkey’s 
intelligence: 
 Nephew David and I decided to make a sneak into a 
woody area after spotting a fl ock of lounging turkeys. 

It was perfect. They were still in the area and toms 
responded to his calls, which I thought sounded quite 
turkey-like. We sat.
 The turkey apparently disagreed and wandered 
off , prompting his expression of admiration for their 
intelligence. 
 The year before Nephew David’s wife and I sat in a 
blind. She would call for me and vice-versa. 
 I had some calling experience, even calling in a bird 
for myself one spring morning. She was well-versed in 
their sounds having been serenaded to Nephew David’s 
turkey calling practice sessions. 
 But, admittedly, both Nephew David’s wife and I are, 
well, not the greatest turkey callers. We determined our 
sounds kind of, sort of, maybe sounded like something 
that might intrigue a turkey, if nothing else to try to 
fi gure out what the weird noise was in their domain. 
 We called in turkeys. 
We weren’t sure why the sharp-tailed grouse, deer, and 
hawk decided to join us, however. 
 The turkeys liked us so much they decided to stay 
and mill around even after one of their brethren fell 
motionless to the ground. 
 We both got our birds that year. 
 And that’s how we, unlike Nephew David, determined 
that they might not be the most intelligent bird on the 
planet – even a full year before his declaration. 
 Nephew David got his bird the evening after he and 
I had failed earlier in the day. My bird remained elusive 
that year but my excuse – and I’m sticking to it – is the 
season closed the following Sunday and birds were less 
active by mid-May. 
 So, yes, there are more applications in for Unit 51 this 
year. 
It’s those memories, not necessarily the harvest that 
draws one to the fi eld. 
 Or maybe it’s the ongoing “research” to determine 
whether or not the wild turkey is truly the smartest bird 
on the planet. 
 Don’t forget to apply for the 2025 North Dakota 
spring turkey season and do your own research. Go 
to the N.D. Game and Fish Department website, (gf.
nd.gov), for information and application. They’re due 
Feb. 12. 

woody area after spotting a fl ock of lounging turkeys. 

BEST SMOKED RIBS & 
BRISKET IN TOWN!

FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 
SCRATCH RECIPES

SPONSORED BY

NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION
417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

HOW TO 
ENTER

Submit your photo 
and a description of 
who/what/when/

where on the Northern 
Sentry website

The Copper family 
at the Zoo Year’s 
Eve at Roosevelt 
Park Zoo.

SUBMITTED BY 
KRISTEN COOPER-

Our family ice 
skating with our 
rented ice skates 
from Outdoor Rec. 
We were on one 
of the frozen ponds 
housing made for 
base residents.

SUBMITTED BY 
CRAIG MOFFITT

304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*
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DIRECT FLIGHTS
MINNEAPOLIS       LAS VEGAS
DENVER                     PHOENIX                 

CLOSER TO YOUR
DESTINATION


